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Dear Parents and children,

Yippee! School is back for EVERYBODY in September. 

On Thursday, I met with Governors to discuss our revised Risk Assessment that has been written by myself in consultation with all staff. The Risk Assessment has now been approved by the Governing Body and they are satisfied that the school is fully prepared for a safe opening on Friday September 4th. Below, I have outlined everything you will need to know and do before school re-opens.

Firstly, I must bring to your attention the issue of attendance. From September, it will be a statutory requirement to attend school and, from September, your child’s attendance will be monitored. I am aware that some parents are very anxious and worried about sending their children back to school, but I want to reassure you that they will be safe. If you are unsure and you are thinking about not sending your children back to school, please contact me so we can discuss your options.  

GENERAL INFORMATION
· The school office will remain closed. All correspondence must be made via email or a telephone call.
· School uniform must be worn and children will require PE kits and swimming kits.
· Parents I must stress that there can be NO lingering on the playground. Please collect your gorgeous children and leave as quickly as possible.

· Kiss and Drive and the Busy Bee Bus will remain closed until further notice.

· The school will follow its normal curriculum, which will include PE, trips, Mile A Day, ICT, music etc
WELCOME BACK EVERYBODY!
Below are the details you will need to know for September. Please read carefully.

ORGANISATION  The school will be organised into 2 bubbles:
INFANT BUBBLE – Reception, Year 1, Year 2       
JUNIOR BUBBLE – Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6

All children must stay in their own bubbles but staff can now cross over into each others bubbles, but they must endeavour to socially distance themselves from children and other adults. There is not a requirement for children to socially distance from each other.

Each bubble will have separate playtimes, lunchtimes and assemblies.
BEGINNING & END OF THE DAY

INFANT BUBBLE  – 8.45am – 3.00pm
JUNIOR BUBBLE  – 8.45am – 3.15pm

Morning drop off will be 8.45 – 9.00am. All children will enter school as soon as they arrive on the playground. No parents or children will be allowed to wait on the school playground. Myself and Mrs Tee will be supervising the arrival of all the children.
We are operating a staggered end of the day. The Infant Bubble will finish at 3.00pm and the Junior Bubble will finish at 3.15pm. Once again, parents will not be allowed to linger on the playground. If you are collecting a child from the Infant Bubble and the Junior Bubble, we will expect you to wait on the top playground by the castle.

ENTERING & EXITING SCHOOL

The JUNIOR BUBBLE will enter and exit the school grounds using the far gate by the adventure playground.
Year 6 will enter & exit the building through the junior door
Year 5 will enter & exit the building using their back door via the side path
Year 4 will enter & exit the building using their back door via the field area
Year 3 will enter & exit the building using their back door via the field area

The INFANT BUBBLE will enter and exit the school grounds using two different gates.

Year 1 and 2 children will enter and exit the school grounds using the middle gate and they will enter the building through the Infant door. Year 1 and 2 children will be picked up on the playground but we will expect parents to leave the school grounds promptly. 
The Reception children will use the gate near the bin store (painted busy bee fence) and enter through the Reception Class door.

If you are unsure about any of the above arrangements, myself and Mrs Tee will be supervising the arrival of all the children so please do not worry. We will ensure everything runs smoothly.
SEPTEMBER START DATES

The JUNIOR BUBBLE will return to school on Friday 4th September.
Year 1 & Year 2 will return to school on Monday 7th September.
Reception will start their transition process on Monday 7th September with storytimes.
WHAT THE CHILDREN NEED TO KNOW
School uniform must be worn.
School PE kits and swimming kits will be required. Sadly, children will not be allowed to borrow school PE kit, so please ensure your child has their PE kit every day.

All children must wash their hands on entering and exiting the school building. We have installed hand sanitizers in all areas of the school. These will be used throughout the day when hand washing at the allocoated sink areas is not available.

Due to the restriction on sharing equipment, we would love all children to have their own pencil case which should contain a pencil, pen, rubber, ruler and coloured pencils. If you are unable to provide this please let us know at the start of the term and we can help out. As a school, we believe this will be a lovely way for the children to bring something personal to them into school. It will help children re-engage with each other, discussing their new stationary!
To minimise children sharing the water fountains, we would like all children to bring a named water bottle. This can be the same water bottle from their lunchbox which they can refill throughout the day. 
Children can bring their own small bottle of hand sanitizer. This can stay in their tray.

Please bring bookbags, lunch boxes & snack boxes into school. 
I hope this all makes sense! I am sure I have probably forgotten something but the important message is that we all work together to make the full opening of Aldingbourne School a huge success. 

I am so excited and I can’t wait for September and for the return of all our wonderful children. If you have any questions or concerns email me at head@aldingbourne.w-sussex.sch.uk and I will endeavour to put your mind at rest and remove any worries you may have.

Thanks for your continued support and let’s start this academic year with a 100% commitment to being kind to each other. It has been a tough year and it would be really amazing if the final months of 2020 end positively and with lots of smiles.
See you all in September

Miss Webster
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